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City Welcomes New City Administrator 
Sara Imhulse has been named as the new City Administrator by the Mayor and 
Common Council. As the chief administrative officer, Ms. Imhulse has been tasked 
by the Mayor and Common Council to direct the daily operations of the City 
government, supervise the preparation of the City budget for the Mayor to present to 
Common Council, and to assist the Mayor and Common Council in the development 
and implementation of City policies. 
 

Prohibition of Single-Use Plastic Bags 
On July 12, 2021, the Mayor and Common Council adopted Emergency Ordinance 
No. 937 - An Ordinance Amending the Code of the City of Westminster, Chapter 
173, ñEnvironmental Sustainabilityò, Article I, ñPlastic Bagsò, Section 173-2, 
ñDefinitionsò, to Clarify the Definition of Prohibited Single-Use Bags. The new 
definition incorporates a minimum permissible thickness of 3 mils for permissible 
plastic bags for all business, with exceptions outlined within the ordinance. A copy of 
Emergency Ordinance No. 937 can be found on the Cityôs website. 
 

Miracle on Main Street Holiday Electric Parade  
Experience the annual Miracle on Main Street Holiday Electric Parade on Saturday, 
November 27! Lighted floats will travel on Pennsylvania Avenue, along Main Street 
to Longwell Avenue. The Parade will begin with the Jingle Bell Run at 4:55 PM, and 
will conclude with the Tree Lighting on Locust Lane. Bring the kids to the 
Westminster Family Fitness Center (11 Longwell Avenue) afterward to check out 
Santaôs Treat. 
 

Saturdays with Santa 
Visit Santa at the Carroll County Library - Westminster Branch (50 E Main Street), 
Saturdays in December 4, 11, & 18 from 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM. 
 
While Downtown, take advantage of a FREE, horse-drawn carriage ride through 
Historic Westminster! Carriage rides pick up behind Life is...Pizza (Locust Lane) 
beginning at 12:00 PM and run until 4:00 PM. 
 
Saturday visits with Santa and carriage rides are free of charge. 

 

Happy Holidays from the 
City of Westminster! 
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Westminster Family Fitness Center 
Are you looking for a gym to call home? Look no further than the Westminster Family Fitness 
Center!  All the classes you want at no extra cost led by amazing instructors. Our welcoming classes 
will challenge you to move smarter, push harder, and show up inspired day after day. With 
everything you want from cardio and yoga to spinning and barre, itôs easy to find a class that fits you. 
Join our fitness family with special membership rates for City residents! 
 

Westminster Police Department 
A continuing message from Chief Thomas Ledwell of the Westminster Police Department (WPD) 
regarding our initiatives and crime prevention/public safety:  
 
As mentioned in previous City Newsletters, we continue to develop our inter-active community 
policing program. Community-Oriented Policing is a strategic approach where your police 
department works with you, our community members, to develop information-sharing and crime 
fighting and prevention strategies, consistent with community values. Additionally, we continue to 
develop our problem-oriented and data-driven crime prevention initiatives.     
 
The WPD began a Community Focus Group recruitment campaign in the spring, seeking community 
volunteers to partner with us on our initiatives. Community involvement has been impressive! The 
group continues to grow. The Community Focus Group is an all-inclusive group that assists YOUR 
police department in identifying community issues and in developing community-based 
solutions. Additionally, we provide a police liaison based on your geographical location or 
neighborhood who is one of our Patrol Squad Commanders. This individual will work with you on 
any identified public safety issue. This progressive approach to community policing provides 
responsiveness and results.  
 
We recently collaborated with our community partners to hold an end of school year community 
cookout at the Charles/Center Street Community Association; we organized five (5) National Night 
Out events; partnered with the Boys and Girls Club of Westminster on several events; assisted with 
community clean-ups at City Park and around the City Library; participated in a Shop With a Cop 
Back to School event; and, worked to problem-solve several public-safety issues brought to our 
attention by our community partners. Additionally, your police officers spend a great deal of time on 
bike patrol and foot patrol in your Westminster neighborhoods. If you see us out there, please flag us 
down and introduce yourself!  
 
You may also contact either Chief Thomas Ledwell at Tledwell@westgov.com or Major Gibson at 
Rgibson@westgov.com regarding your desire to participate in our Community Focus Group; to ask 
us any questions; or, to bring up any public safety concerns. We look forward to partnering with you! 
 

Westminster Volunteer Fire Department Friday Night Weekly Bingo 
Held every Friday at the John Street Quarters, 28 John Street, Westminster, MD. Doors and kitchen 
open at 5:30PM, games begin at 7:00PM. $3 admission charge, only players 18 and older can 
collect cash payout. Dinners are $14 each, cash only (weekly preorders welcome); food provided by 
Kountry Kafe and Catering. 
 
For more information, email bingo@westminstervfd.org or check the WVFD website: 
http://www.westminstervfd.org/westminster-fire-department-bingo/. 
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Leaf Vacuum and Scheduled Yard Waste and 
Bulk Trash Curbside Collections 

 
¶ Autumn curbside leaf collection will begin on October 4. All requests for pick up must be 

called in and scheduled in advance to ensure collection. 
 
¶ Weekly curbside collection of yard waste continues every Wednesday. Yard waste must be in 

paper bags or bushel containers, and pickups must be scheduled to ensure collection. 
 
¶ Bi-weekly curbside collection of tree limbs and brush, metal and tires, and other bulk trash 

also continues. Pickup requests must be scheduled in order to guarantee collection on the 
appropriate date. 

 
¶ To schedule a pickup request for any of the above items, please call: 410-848-9077 
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Sign up to receive alerts! 
 

Do you receive alerts from the City of Westminster? If you do not and would like to receive them, 
you can sign up by creating an account on the Cityôs website at http://www.westminstermd.gov/. 
The City uses Notify Me®, a mass notification system, to inform residents of emergency and 
general notifications such as changes to the refuse schedule. 
 
Once signed in, you may select to receive the information by phone, text message, or email. If 
you want to receive text messages enter your phone number and select Save. Then, click the 
Email icon and/or SMS icon next to the lists to which you wish to subscribe/unsubscribe.  
 
The data collected is not shared with any one else. The system ensures that timely, informative 
alerts go out to residents to keep them aware of the latest events impacting the community.  
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City Administrative Offices have moved to 45 West Main Street. Department phone numbers have 
NOT changed. Offices located at the newly-renovated building include the following departments and 
services: 
 
¶ Finance Department  
Ý Water/Sewer bills 
Ý City invoice payments 
Ý Business personal property tax bills 
Ý Lien release requests 
Ý Accounts payable 

 
¶ Community Planning and Development Department 
Ý Sign permits 
Ý Economic Development 
Ý Water allocation applications 
Ý Site development applications 
Ý Planning and Zoning questions 

 
¶ Housing Services Department 
Ý Section 8 applications 
Ý Rental Housing Licensing Program 
Ý Landlord/Tenant disputes 
Ý Property maintenance/Code enforcement issues 

 
¶ Public Works Department  
Ý Administrative services 
Ý Engineering and inspections 

 
¶ Human Resources Department 
Ý Recruitment 
Ý Employee/Management relations 
Ý Benefits 
Ý Safety and Risk Management 

 
¶ City Clerk 
Ý Elections 
Ý Public Information Act requests 
Ý Permits for Special Events, Handbill Distribution, Peddlers/Solicitors 

 
¶ Technology Services Department 
Ý GIS and map requests 
 

¶ Office of the City Administrator 
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